
Well, 2008 is officially over and 
the later part of December proved to 
be a very busy one.  Christmas Eve 
unfortunately, was another reminder 
of how important and sometimes, 
how very difficult our job can be 
with the double fatal MVA on North 
Avenue at the parkway.  Thank you 
to everyone who left their families to 
man the equipment.  Although I 
wish the outcome could have been 
different, it wasn't from our lack of 
trying.   

Sunday, December 29th was also 
very busy with numerous calls in-
volving wires down, EMS and water 
problems.  I'm sure our community 
appreciates all of your efforts to help 
them in these situations. 

Thank you also to the outgoing of-
ficers of 2008 and congratulations to 
all of the new officers of 2009.  con-
gratulations also goes out to Tom 
Krewer on passing the firefighter I 
class. 

We have much to look forward to 
in 2009.  I believe it will be a very 
exci t ing and yet  chal leng-
ing year.  First and foremost we will 
be moving in to our new building 
and with that comes a host of new 
challenges, most notably Apple Fest 
and carnival.  I'm sure more un-
forseen challenges will also arise but 
with patience and resolve we will 
work through whatever comes our 
way.  

We will also be putting new air 
packs into service in 2009.  I'm sure 

Deputy Chief Joe Lissow will talk 
more about this so I won't steal any 
more of his thunder. 

One last word for now regard-
ing the new fire hall... please don't 
show up on a workday and start 
walking through the building.  If you 
want to tour the building, and I en-
courage everyone to do so...please 
see Commissioner Mike McHenry 
and he will gladly give you a tour 
when there is no work going on in the 
structure.  

That's all for this month.  If my arti-
cle seems a bit short, I apologize.  In 
my 43 years of being on this earth, 
one of my faults is procrastination 
and while I had good intentions of 
getting this article completed early, I 
failed miserably and then to add in-
sult to injury, the windstorm hap-
pened and here I sit at 1 am. in the 
morning after working 20 hours writ-
ing this article wondering how I am 
going to get back up again in 4 hours 
for another 20!  Hopefully in my 
blur, I haven't forgotten any-
thing.  Wishing everyone a happy and 
healthy New Year!  Eric   
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January’s movie night is going to be on Fri-
day, January 16 at 7:00 PM in the training 
room.  This month’s movie will be TBD.  
Come down and bring your friends and family 
for a fun night with popcorn, drinks and a 
movie!! 

Movie Night 
Submitted by Bob Floyd 

We are still trying to finalize the January training schedule. 
Generally we have our Mandatory Goals drill the Monday after the Monthly Meeting in January. This drill is 

Mandatory for everyone. At the goals drill we will also hand out and review the 2009 training schedule. Please 
check the training board in the next couple of days for the January Training. Thanks and have a happy New 
Year. 

Training Schedule 
Submitted by Joe Lissow 

Happy New Year and I hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday. I would like to start off by saying a big 
Thank You to our outgoing officers from 2008 and welcome to this years’ officers: 
 

President:  Beth Mueller 
Vice President: Donna Lemcke 
Secretary:  Denise Mohr 
Treasurer:  Sandy Popowych 
Trustee:  Laurie Gavigan 
   Mary Hebblethwaite 
   Cathy Carmestro 
Carnival Chair: Beth Mueller 
 

We are going to continue our collection of food for the food shelf thru the month of January, please check 
the expiration dates, the food shelf can not give out food that has expired. Drop off any items in the blue bin 
located outside of the dispatcher office. 

 
Our next meeting will be January 20th @ 7:15, we are always looking for new members, please feel free to 

stop by and see what we do. 
 
Don’t forget you Secret Pal. 

Ladies Auxiliary News 
Submitted by Beth Mueller 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

January 

2008 

Event Calendar 

Jan 6: Jim Buongiorne 

Jan 6: John Sweeney 

Jan 6: Debbie Kwiatkowski 

Jan 12: Mary Hebblethwaite 

Jan 14: Bill Chatterson 

Jan 14: Bob Forth 

Jan 16: Mike Piper 

Jan 18: Gerry Morrison 

Jan 20: Debbie Jones 

Jan 23: Brian Lissow 

Jan 25: Joe Lissow 

Jan 26: Jason Schwan 

Jan 29: Erin Stiles 

Jan 29: Linda Kaiser 

Jan 31: Bruce Castle 
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Commission News 
Submitted by Ray Ward 

Personnel – New employee handbook thanks to the efforts of the Chief’s office and Pam . 
 
New Fire Hall – Make sure you keep checking it out by  stopping by or viewing via the web cam.  Please 
make sure if you stop by, that you do not enter the grounds unless previous arrangements have been made.  
Please remember this is a work site and has all the safety issues of a work site.  If you would like to get a tour 
of the facility, please see one of the commissioners. 
 
SCBA Committee—The committee has brought the bid winner to the commission.  I am sure there will be 
some discussion at our next monthly meeting.. 
 
Elections – Ray Ward has won the election for another 5-year term. Thank-you to all that turned out to vote in 
our elections and thank you for your continuing support.. 
 
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Hilton-Parma Fire District is January 7nd, 7:30pm at the Fire Station. 

EMS News 
Submitted by Kevin Corcoran 

Welcome to 2009. Where did 2008 go so quickly? 

 I want to first start off by thanking the EMS Lieutenants for 2008. Debbie Waterman and Ryan Hess. 
Debbie did and incredible job with training and the managing of EMS Charts. I am sure she can attest as to 
what a chore it is. Thank you very much. Ryan took over the driver training program and helped me out 
greatly with fund drive.  The EMS office is busier than most people realize, with DOH paperwork, EMT 
Recerts, standby events and planning, training and training paperwork, rig maintenance and upkeep of sup-
plies, along with many other tasks. I would like to say Thank you to both of them for all they did this past 
year. 

Along with that, I would like to welcome the new EMS Officers for 2009. Lieutenants Bill Palma and Ja-
son Heinrich. I look forward to working with them both and progressing with projects for the new year. 

We have met already and have alot of plans for the new year. I believe with their help, we will accom-
plish many things. Good luck Bill and Jason. 

 The Spring Rapid Recert EMT schedule is completed and ready to go. Terry Taylor will again be con-
ducting the training along with other great instructors that he will schedule for us. A reminder to any and 
every EMT, it is your responsibility to keep an eye on your expiration date of your card. We will assist in 
the paperwork for recertification and class availability, but please keep up to date on your requirements. 
Schedule is attached. 

 Congratulations to Steve Carter on his recent EMT recertification  through Rapid Recert. Steve accom-
plished his task early so the paperwork went to the state early and he received his card in about two weeks. 
Nice job Steve! 
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EMS News 
Submitted by Kevin Corcoran 

Congratulations to Jason Wille on his status change to First Medic recently. Jason has run a lot of calls to 
make it to where he is. Great job and thank you to all that took the time to assist in training and observing him. 
He will be a valued asset on the ambulance. 

 We are already working hard on a policy to implement the points to hours so that we can begin calculating 
the attendance and give proper credit that is deserved. We are also feverishly working on a web program that 
will allow for easier scheduling and access for all members so that group schedules will work with less hassle. 
Details to follow. 

 We have a winter EMS standby coming up in January for the Boy Scouts. They have asked that the off road 
vehicle be present and on duty for a Saturday. Bill Zarpentine and I will be taking people out soon so that we 
can train on the machine while it has tracks on it and can get the different feel of the machine. 

 Please remember when returning from calls to make sure the rig is back in order for the next call and or 
crew. So many times we get busy or distracted and forget to put the rigs back together. It only takes a minute 
or two after routine calls to make sure its ready to roll. If you need help with something, please call one of us, 
we would be glad to assist.  

 Thank you to all for doing what you do so well to get the rigs on the road when we do. It does not go unno-
ticed. And if you see or hear a group may need some assistance, please offer to help or call in to secure a crew. 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize Terry Ekwell, who has served both as the Second Bat-
talion EMS Coordinator and most recently as the Executive Deputy EMS Coordinator.  Terry will be stepping 
down from these EMS positions effective January 1st to allow time for other matters.  Thank you to Terry for 
his service to these positions, as well as to the Monroe County EMS Advisory Board. Your many years of ser-
vice have made this county's EMS Service a better run operation. Thank you Terry.  

  

Thank you and have a Happy New Year! 
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